
Jeffrey L. Edge 
Ashford High School 
6th Grade Social Studies 
April 9, 2020 
 

Hey Students! 

     I hope this letter finds you safe and healthy. As most of you have come to realize, formal school here 
at AHS is officially over. Remember when I kept telling you all that textbooks and hard copies of school 
items was coming to an end and that we needed to come into the digital age? Remember how Mr. Edge 
was trying to utilize a lot of computer-based items like Edmodo, Quizlet and Quizizz? Thanks to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, we are now at the point where computers and distance learning are at the forefront 
of education. 

     As we prepare for the beginning of distance and digital learning, I need to share some important 
information with you. After our faculty meetings on Tuesday, the administration has determined 
students will either be making up work if they are failing a class to turn in or students will be completing 
work on their own that we will be calling “enrichment” packets for the students who are not failing. I am 
also going to put items for my classes on the school website, but I will ALSO place them in your Edmodo 
classroom should one website be down. The Edmodo codes to get you into your particular block are 
listed below if you have forgotten them. Remember: The code must be typed in exactly like it is listed. 

2nd Block: 99pxpw 4th Block: 342d3a 

3rd Block: 3rw3fq 5th Block: ta79bm 

     My primary way of communication will be through the school email. My email address here at 
Ashford is edge.jeff@hcboe.us. I will briefly explain below how my class is going to work from here until 
the end of the year. Should you or any of your parents/guardians have questions, I can be reached best 
through school email. The website for Ashford High is www.hcboe.us/ahs and the direct link to the 
enrichment packets is www.hcboe/ahsenrichment. Here are some items I will address: 

What Will We Be Doing? 

     I am going to offer you two alternatives. They are listed below. You are free to work on both of them. 
One is two additional chapters of our textbook with accompanying assignments. The other is the text to 
a novel having to do with the Holocaust and a list of journal topics for the book. 

     Choice 1: This is the most practical one since students who have no internet and who may need paper 
copies can complete this. This will include Chapters 12 and 13 of the textbook through the use of our 
in-class workbook. We did not have enough textbooks, so I am uploading the workbook version of these 
chapters and its sections. You will need to complete the workbook items and questions first. The 
workbook pages are in a condensed format, but you can still put your answers on them. If you want to 
answer on a sheet of notebook paper, you can do that as well. In addition to this, you will also have a 
Vocabulary enrichment activity, as well as Guided Reading for Lessons 1, 2, 3 and 4 in each chapter. 
Chapter 12 deals with the Cold War which is the aftermath of World War II. Chapter 13 will take you into 
the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s. 

     When you have completed the questions, you can take a photo of them on your phone and upload 
your answers, and email them to me at edge.jeff@hboe.us. If you are using Edmodo, you can upload 
them to the Edmodo classroom as well. I know Baylee Brock did this for an assignment and it worked. 
You can do this one at a time, in sections or all together. I will have a spreadsheet and mark them off as 
you turn them in. 
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Choice 2: For our students who enjoy reading (and you know who you are), I am sure you will like this 
one. I am posting the hard copy in PDF form of the book “Night” by Ely Wiesel. It is a memoir of how he 
and his father were placed in a concentration camp and all the mental and physical anguish they had to 
deal with. Graphic at times with its violence and the Germans’ inhumanity toward fellow man, it is also a 
testament to one’s faith in God and how faith can overcome even the most brutal of times. There are 50 
quick writes to go with the book. You do NOT have to complete every quick write. I would say 15 on the 
low end and 25 on the high end would be sufficient. The best thing to do would be to keep the quick 
writes in a small composition book like you had in this class before I got here. You can submit the quick 
writes to me through email, bring it by sometime this summer while I am working up here if the virus 
has subsided, or if you want to wait until the next school year reconvenes, you could bring the small 
journal with it and I could look at it then. If you want to periodically send me emails with your comments 
and questions, you can do that as well. 

Additional Notes: I will try and create a Quizlet for you for both Chapters 12 and 13. Perhaps we can 
arrange a certain day and time for a live game. I will try to do the same with Quizzes with each chapter 
like a test. Don’t be surprised if I drop in section quizzes and a Chapter Test for you to complete as well. 

Other Questions You May Have 

1. How is my final average calculated? 

First off, final grades for the year were determined by adding the first three nine weeks up and 
dividing that total number by three. Each nine weeks was weighted equally. ALL of my grades have been 
posted, and you can ALL breathe a big sigh of relief because we had NO FAILURES! I know some of you 
and/or your parents were concerned about the grades I had taken for the fourth nine weeks, but you 
can all rest easy; the fourth nine weeks grades will NOT affect your previous three nine weeks’ standing. 
If you have an I-Now username and password, you can click on a tab on the left that says “student 
average.” Pull the bar at the top right corner of the page all the way to the right. At the top you will see 
“4-YAV.” This is your average for the year. Do NOT pay attention to what is listed under the tabs 
“4-AVG-4,” “4-Exam-4,” and 4-SEM-2” tabs. I-Now will NOT recognize the fourth nine weeks since it is 
not complete. It will only average the first three nine weeks, which is the number you will see under the 
tab “4-YAV.” I checked the math myself at home and verified it with Mrs. Turvin. If you are still confused 
or want to know what your average for the year is, email me and I will give you each of the three nine 
weeks, your total divided by three, and the average itself. 

2. What if I am a failing student? 

     We have no failures in Social Studies, but you may have failed either English, Math or Science. Failing 
students WILL be completing work packets to turn in to their teacher. They will do these digitally, take 
photos of them, and they will email them to the appropriate teacher. The teacher will then make the 
necessary adjustments in the grade book. If a student does NOT HAVE COMPUTER/INTERNET 
CAPABILITY, he or she will have to pick up a paper packet at the school on April 15 from 7 a.m. until 10 
a.m. or from 3 p.m. until 6 p.m. I believe these packets are due back by mid-May, but you may want to 
check with the office on that. 
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3. What is the deal with these “enrichment” packets? 
     Enrichment packets are left to the discretion of the teacher. These are for students who are NOT 
failing, but may want some work to do to keep them sharp leading into next year. I have one dealing 
with a continuation of our history book for the next two chapters and one creative one dealing with a 
novel about the Holocaust. Each teacher prepares his or her packet as he or she wishes. 
 

4. Do these “Enrichment” packets count for a grade? 
     Technically no. However, I have emailed Mr. Odom and Mr. Andrews about possibly counting them as 
test type grades for NEXT YEAR. I am asking the administration to count them as a TEST grade, maybe 
even TWO, in the curricular area the students do the work in. To me, those who attempt to keep 
themselves busy academically somewhat during this pandemic should be rewarded for their efforts. If 
and when I hear something, I will let you know. 
 

5. Should I complete an enrichment packet and why? 
     This is completely up to you. I would if I were you. You may say you do not miss school, but I 
guarantee you are lying to yourself if even just a “little.” I enjoyed the downtime for a bit, but I also miss 
education. I miss the smiling faces, the noise (to an extent), the teaching and conversations we have, 
and suffice it to say, even the pre-teen and teen “drama.” No school from the early part of March until 
possibly next August is nearly FIVE MONTHS away from an academic setting. Having “something” to do 
instead of video games, Snapchat or whatever you are doing to amuse yourselves I bet is getting old. 
“Some” type of school work will definitely benefit you. My daughter continues to do “distance learning” 
while at Emmanuel Christian through Skype, teachers posting assignments, videos and other activities. 
My son, who is home from the University of Alabama, is also continuing to “have school.” He has to sign 
in to a class, check his email, or skype into his Chemistry II and Bio-Mechanics (intense study of how all 
the muscles, tendons and parts of the body work) at least twice a week. He confessed the other day he 
misses his classes, his classmates, but more than that, being on the campus at the University and all it 
has to offer. Ashford’s sixth/seventh grade hall is “YOUR” second home to an extent and you know deep 
down you do miss it. 
 

6. What if I have questions about anything? 
     Email is the best way to reach me. I did come into the new age and purchased a new I-phone XR 
recently when “old faithful,” my brave but battered Samsung Galaxy III, finally bit the dust. The good 
news was I was able to get all the contacts and photos moved over; however, the bad news is this new 
phone has a lot of gadgets to learn. Fortunately for me, I have Viktoriya and Alex to show the way. If you 
absolutely need to get in contact with me, my new cell number is 334-803-7757. 
    Best of luck on distance learning. Once we post items, I will be checking daily to see if anyone has 
submitted work or questions through email and/or Edmodo. Hopefully, I will see some of you up here 
this summer when they authorize a day to come clean out lockers.  

     Miss you all, and be safe! 

Jeffrey L. Edge 
Ashford High School 
6th Grade Social Studies 
edge.jeff@hcboe.us 
334-803-7757 (cell) 
334-792-0880 (home) 
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